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fever been as regular as our custom of burning out
every two days those who are fools enough in pbli^e
us to do i1." That \\as almost a recognized law.
When Turcnne began to burn the villages of the
Palatinate, this prince wrote to him: "It seems to me
that in a strict sense we are only burning the places
which refused to make the contributions demanded/'
Louvois went still farther; he ordered the devastation
of all the states of the Elector Palatine, although
Louis XIV. was not at war with him, so that the enemy
could not find anything there to live upon. An order
was given to the inhabitants to evacuate their houses;
500,000 persons found themselves without resources;
all the towns and villages were burned, the country
was ravaged and the castle of Heidelberg was mined
and blown up.

In view of the principles avowed by the govern-
ments it is easy to imagine what the soldiers were ac-
customed to do. The undisciplined armies were full of
marauders who scattered through the country for the
purpose of pillage. Sometimes an example was made
of them, a band was captured and they were hung on
trees (it was a soldier's privilege to be hung only on
a tree, or on a military gibbet).

But rarely did the inhabitant succeed in obtaining
justice; the chiefs did not like to take the part; of a
stranger against one of their own soldiers. The most
popular generals, Wallenstein, Turenne (the father
of his soldiers), were very hard on the people. The
soldiers knew that they could indulge in every liberty.
Not content with pillaging they often tortured simply
for their own amusement.